A SERIOUS and FRIENDLY 


A DDRESS ith} 
To ſome of the „ 


Inhabitants of 4 


And others inclinable to 


SKEPTICISM and INFIDELITY. 
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Are there, LoxkXZ O? Is it poſſible? 5 „ WH: 
Are there on Earth (let me not call them Men) N 
Who lodge a Soul immortal in their Breaſts; * 


Unconſcious as the Mountain of its Ore; 
Or Rock, of its ineſtimable Gem ? 
When Rocks ſhall melt, and Mountains vaniſh, Theſe 
Shall know their Treaſure ; Treaſure, Hen, no more. 
Are there (ſtill more amazing!) who refiſt 
The riſing Thought? Who ſmother, in its Birth, 
The glorious Truth? Who ſtruggle to be Brutes? 
Who thro' this Boſom-Barrier burſt their Way; 
And, with reverſt Ambition, ſtrive to fink ? 
Who labour downwards thro” th' oppoſing Powers 
Of Inſtinct, Reaſon, and the World againſt them, 
To diſmal Hopes, and ſhelter in the Shock 
Of endleſs Night? Night darker than the Grave's ? 
Who fight the Proofs of Immortality ? 
With horrid Zeal, and execrable Arts, 
Work all their Engines, level their black Fires, 
To blot from Man 2/14 Attribute divine, 
{Than vital Blood far dearer to the Wile) 
Blaſphemers, and rank Atheiſts to Themſelves © 
To contradict them, ſee all Nature riſe ! 
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M7 HE PuMither thinks it not Improper to 

x inform the Reader from what motive 
it was that the following Treatiſe is publiſh- 
ed.—-Uncommon liberties:have of late been 
taken by ſome of thoſe, to whom this publi- 
cation is addreſſed, to cenſure and expoſe all 
true Religion as abſurd and ridiculous ; and 
it is to be feared that the falſe and feducing 
opinions and arguments of theſe Infidels will 
gain ground, if not ſeaſonably checked. 
People are too apt to believe what they with 
to be true; hence ſo many ſwallow all thoſe 
monſtrous ebfaritities advanced by the Atheiſts 
and Skepticks, in order to [reconcile them- 
ſelves to their own wicked courſe of life.— 
It would be in ſome meaſure criminal to be 


filent, when theſe deluded men are endea- 


vouring, by their ſophiftical arguments, to 
prove that 'Gop and Religion, and the Im- 
mortality of the Soul, are deluſions and empty 
ſounds. We ought to fpeak and write 
againſt, as well as by our lives contradict, 
theſe profeſſed Enemies of the Chriſtian 
Faith. The tenets and arguments of the 
Atheiſts and Skepticks have been refuted 


time 


(iv ) 
time after time ; yet {till they uſe them, 
which evidently ſhews their intention is not 
to diſcover Truth, but to ſpread Infection: 


Their notions are dangerous, becauſe they are 
obſcure; in order to be confuted, they need 


only to bis underſtood.- The whole deſign 
of this publication is to ſtop the mouths of 
ſuch as deny or blaſpheme the Great and Glo- 
rious Gop, or ſcoff at the ſacred Scriptures 
and the public Worſhip of Almighty Gop, 
and to awaken in their minds a ſerious ſenſe 
of Religion, and a true concern for the inte- 
reſt of their immortal Souls; and to convince 
them that the Chriſtian Religion really 1s 
What it was defigned to be by our Lord and 
Saviour, (the great author of it) the only ſo- 
lid foundation of their preſent as well as fu- 
ture Happineſs. In the tollowing pages, 
chiefly collected from the writings of emi- 
nent Divines, the Publiſher humbly hopes 
ſuch unanſwerable proofs of a Deity, and of 
the authenticity of the ſacred Scriptures, are - 
produced, as render it impoſſible for any 
man, capable of conviction, to withitand or 
reſiſt. If they ſhould ſuggeſt to the Voung 
and Unwary any Cautions againſt thoſe dan- 
gerous principles, the Publiſher 8 e will 
be completely anſwered. 
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Serious and Friendly ADDRESS, &C, 


Man falls bs man, if finally he falls, 
And fall he muſt, who learns from death alone, 


The dreadful ſecret, that he lives for ever 
NicuT-THouGHrTs. 


HE moſt univerſal cauſe why men 

make a jeſt of the ſacred Scriptures 
| and public Worſhip of Almighty 
Gon, is a ſtrong ſettled unbelief of a Future 
Judgment; for who that allowed a bare poſ- 
fibility, much more a certainty, of a Future 
State, would run the ritk of it, and ſport 
himſelf with his own deſtruction ? 


It is not exceſs of Courage, but Infidelity, 
not a Fearleſs, but a Faithleſs Spirit that 
makes them ſo fool-hardy. 


| They hav been ſo long uſed to make a 
Religion, that they fancy that Gop 
= make as light of it too, at leaſt will 
never call them to a ſerious reckoning for 
what they committed i in jeſt. 


Jeſting at the facted Scriptures, and our 


moi N Religion, — no ſhadow of 


reaſon, 
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reaſon, no ſpark of common ſenſe, no glim- 
mering of wit, and nothing but laughter, 
noiſe, and nonſenſe to ſupport it, would ſoon 
be baffled, did it meet with a vigorous op- 
poſition. No body would affect ſuch a ridi- 
culous ſingularity, as to jeſt and make ſport 
with that, for which all about him expreſs 
the utmoſt veneration and reverence, and if 
it were but for the ſhame of their neighbours 
and acquaintance, they would have more wit 
and manners than to ſhew it, did we expreſs 
that juſt indignation which the caſe requires; 
ſo that our unconcern is the main caufe of 
their outrageous madneſs. While we are 
filent they are emboldened to ſhew the utmoſt 
contempt; whereas, did we demean ourſelves 
as we ought to do, their ſenſeleſs ſcoffing 
and mirth would be ſoon quaſhed and put 
out of countenance. 


Should we call them Fools for mocking 
and jeſting at the ſacred Scriptures and our 
moſt holy Religion, from whence they affect 
the reputation of Wits, and ſet up for Men 
of Senſe, it would be the greateſt baulk, the 
worſt diſappointment that could befal them. 
This is the principal topic upon which they 
can ſhew their parts, and little ſuſpect that 
it moſt miſerably betrays the ſhallowneſs of 
their underſtandings; for what ſurer mark 
can there be of a Fool or Madman, than an 

| Anſeaſonable 
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unſeaſonable and unſeemly mirth, a frothy 

and jeſting behaviour, on the moſt ſerious ra 
ſolemn occaſions. The Prince of Dark- 
neſs, who ſets them on to make a Jeſt of the 
Scriptures and the Chriſtian Religion, plies 
all his engines to extinguiſh in them the ſen- 
timents of a life to come, becauſe theſe ſa 

the very foundations of his dark kingdom, 
and effectually countermine his devices againſt 
the ſalvation of men. He knows better him- 
- ſelf; however he thinks fit to have them affect- 
ed, he is not ſo frolickſome as to play with his 
chains, thoſe chains of darknets wherein he 
1s reſerved unto judgment ; but in ſober ſad- 
neſs believes and trembles. He could tell 
them (if it was for his turn) ſuch tragical 
ſtories of ſin, as would dry up their merry 
vein, and change it into the deepeſt melan- 
choly, as would make their hair ſtand an 
end, and their very hearts bleed within them: 
He could acquaint them what a diſmal change 
it made in himſelf and his fellow apoſtates, 
how it turned them in an inſtant from An- 
gels to Devils, from the brighteſt Stars in 
Heaven to the blackeſt Brands in Hell : How 
1t plunged them at once from the height of 
Happineſs and Glory to the loweſt abyſs of 
Shame and Miſery.— But all this our Scor- 
ners will take time to believe, and the time 
will certainly come when they ſhall believe 
and tremble ! 
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The Contents of Religion are awful, and 
of infinite importance, and it is the part of a 
wiſe man to examine them ſeriouſly ; but to 
abuſe them with prophane Jeſts, renders not 
Religion ridiculous, but the Jeſter, who tri- 
fles and ſports with his own deſtruction. 


And now, is Sin a laughing matter, a 


thing to be mocked at? And is he not worſe 


than a madman who caſteth theſe firebrands, 
arrows, and death, and ſaith am I not in 
ſport ? 


Conſider what it is to be an inſtrument of 
ſatan, in poiſoning others with wicked prin= 
ciples, which you ſometime or other will 


ſeverely repent, as ſurely as there is a God in 


heaven, and rational men upon earth. —— 
Alas! what reſtitution can you make to the 
world for theſe damages? Or what can you 


give in exchange for the ſouls you have by 


your examples undone for ever? 


You muſt firſt perſuade yourſelves out of 
your ſenſes as well as reaſon, muſt put out 
your eyes, and all the glorious lights of 
Heaven, before you can ſtart the leaſt doubt 
of his eternal Power and Godhead, for the 
Heavens declare the Glory of Gop, and the 
Firmament ſheweth his Handy-work.” 
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It is to be feared that all our modern Infi- 


dels and Skepticks, whatever ſcheme for ar- 
gument's ſake, and to keep themſelves in 
_ countenance they patronize, are betrayed in- 
to their deplorable error by ſome doubt of 
their Immortality at the bottom, for it is im- 
poffible to bid defiance to final ruin, without 
ſome refuge in imagination, ſome preſump- 
tion of eſcape in non-exiſtence therefore is 
their only refuge, and conſequently non-ex- 
iſtence is their ſtrongeſt with. The groſs 
abſurdities and horrors of annihilation are 
moſt aſtoniſhing ! 


To cloſe, Lorenzo! ſpite af all my pains, 
Still ſeems it ſtrange that thou ſhouldſt live for ever! 10 
Is it leſs ſtrange that thou fhouldſt live at all? 
This is a miracle, and that no more. | 
Who gave beginning can, exclude an end, 
eny Thos art: Then doubt if thou ſhalt be. 
A miracle, with miracles incloſed, 
Is man — Nronr-Tuovonrs. 


" There i is a Gop; and that there 1 all 
Nature cries aloud throughout her Works! p” 


[hi we turn our eyes, whether we 
contemplate our own marvellous and-exqui- 
ſitely-contrived frame, the ſtructure and well- 
adapted parts of our bodies, the wonderful 
different motions of its fluid and ſolid parts, 
and the perfectneſs of its whole ſtructure, or 
conſider the faculties reach, and amaſing 


com- 
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comprehenſion of our own ſoul, we cannot 
fail to admire the extreme extent. and force 
of our underſtanding, the incredible rapidity 
of our thoughts, the ſubtilty of our inven- 
tion, the treaſures of our memory, the infi- 
nite variety of our deſigns, and the inex- 


hauſtible depth of our wall !. 
ſo amazingly contrived, that we may trace 
the Almighty Creator in every part; his form 
erect, far ſuperior to the reſt of the creation 
here below.—-Why ſo miraculouſly framed, 
1f not for Eternity ? 


If not yet convinced, view the azure ex- 
panſe, the firmament above us, with all its 
glorious furniture, the ſun, the moon, and 
the ſtars; or take a ſurvey of the earth be- 
neath us, with all its crowded and innume- 
rable wonders and bleſſings, 1 in every view, 1n 
every object, we may read in legible and glo- 


rious characters ALMIGHT TY GOD the 


BENE FAC TOR. 


- View the ſun, and then conſider who but 
an Almighty Power could be able to make 
ſo prodigious a globe of fire as the ſun is, a 
body of fo immenſe a bulk, of ſuch an ex- 
ceſſive heat, that this world, was it not pla- 
ced at a due diſtance from it, would be burnt 


up; but the diſtance is wiſely waere by the 


L Great Creator. 
Alſo 


The whole 
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Alſo contemplate the moon and ſtars, 
which ſupply the ſun's abſence, and rule the 
night, as the greater light (the ſun) rules the 
day. The monthly revolutions of the 


moon, beſides the uſes they have (amongſt 


many others) in the daily variations of the 
tides, their excellent uſe in the diviſions of 
time, in meaſuring out our months, as the 
{un doth our days and years, according to the 
appointment of the Great Creator. And 
Gop ſaid, let there be lights in the firma- 
ment of the heaven, to divide the day from 


the night, and let them be for ligns, and for-- 


ſeaſons, and for days and years. 


Theſe are evident demonſtrations, and a 
glorious ſcene of the great works of Gop ! 


The ſtars, which although in appearance 
are but ſo many golden or flaming ſpots, yet 
eſpecially the fixt ſtars are, with great pro- 
bability, ſuppoſed to be ſo many ſuns ſur- 
rounded with their reſpective ſyſtems of pla- 
_ nets, as our ſun is, and imagined to be no 
leſs in magnitude than the ſun, but only di- 


miniſhed in appearance by their prodigious 


diſtance from us! If now we reflect upon 
the prodigious maſſes of thoſe many heavenly 
bodies, or globes, that preſent themſelves to 
our view, and many more which are unſeen, 
what a ſurprizing ſcene do the Heavens af- 
ford us of the Great Creator's power? 
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A train of ſuch immenſe bodies, that 
what leſs than an Almi ghty Gop could com- 
poſe ſuch magnificent works? 


4 The Heavens devlare the glory of Gon, 

and the Firmament ſheweth his handy-work. 
They ſpeak to the whole univerſe, for there 
is neither ſpeech fo barbarous but their lan- 
guage is underſtood, nor nations fo diſtant 
but their voices are heard among them. 


But then, what is the magnitude of theſe 
bodies to that immenſe * in which they 
are placed ? | 


Is it poſſible, after ſuch a view of the hea- 
venly globes, that any one ſhould be an 
Atheiſt, or Skeptick, or endeavour to per- 
ſuade others to ſo | 7 


| Turn up thine eye, fors ey this midnighs ſcene : 

What are carth's kingdoms to yon boundleſs orbs, 
Of human ſouls one day the deſtin'd range? 

And what yon boundlefs orbs to godlike man? 

Thoſe num'rous worlds that throng the firmament, 

And aſk more ſpace in heav'n, can roll at large 

In man's capacious thought, and ſtill leave room 


For ampler orbs; for new creations there. 
5 : | en 


es us 3 to the Earth. r hore is 
not the meaneſt production in nature, but 


which. - pps teſtifies the hand of an in- 
| | telligent 


( 13 ] 
telligent Former. Not the minuteſt blade 
of graſs, not the fmalleſt inſect which creep- 


eth upon the earth, but beſpeaks Wiſdom and 


Deſign, and convinces us that not Chance, 
but ſovereign Reafon was evidently conſulted 
in their formation. —-The animal world diſ- 
plays this in a peculiar manner, where the 
leaſt attention muſt diſcern, in the external 
frame of the creatures, an immediate ſubſer- 
viency to the mode of exiſtence for which 
they are deſigned, their ſenſes adapted to 
their ſeveral purſuits, and their ſtrength, 
fleetneſs, or other peculiarities immediately 
adapted to the end of their being. 


As to the ſacred Scriptures, which our 
modern Deiſts, Infidels, and Skepticks ſo 


much ſcoff and jeſt at, pretending they want 


proof of the authenticity thereof, its proof 
(as will in this Treatiſe be ſhewn) is not 
only great, but amazing! not only ſufficient 
to convince, but aſtonith ! ſuch its evidence, 
that, if rejected, it lays us under a neceſſity 
of rejecting reaſon and revelation together. 


The majeſty and authority of the ſtyle 
both of the Old and New Teſtament far ex- 


cel all the eloquence and art of human wri- 


tings. The ſeries of ſcripture prophecies 
accompliſhed, is the moſt ſtriking of mi- 
racles; the ſcripture prophecies being ful- 


filled. 
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filled, the Scripture is certainly the Word of 
Gop; and if the Scripture is the Word of 
Gop, Chriſtianity cannot be falſe. 


You probably will aſk whether the Scrip- 
tures are the genuine productions of thoſe 
men whoſe names they bear; that is, whe- 
ther Moſes, for inſtance, and David, whe- 
ther Iſaiah and St. Matthew, St. John and 
St. Paul, were really the writers of the books 
which are commonly attributed to them ? or 
whether theſe books were forged by ſome 
deſigning men, and impoſed upon the cre- 
dulity of mankind ? 


Now, to anſwer this queſtion, ſuffer me 
to aſk in return: You read the writings of 
Homer and Virgil, of Pindar and Horace, 
pray do you think theſe are the genuine works 
of thoſe authors? Yes, ſurely, you reply.— 
Well then, ſuffer me to aſk again, upon what 
grounds are you thus undoubtedly certain ?— 
As they have the concurrent teſtimony, ſay 
you, of all mankind, of all ages, they have 
been univerſally received and acknowledged 
as ſuch wherever they were known. Beſides 
there are internal marks; their ſtyle and 
manner of writing is their own. The notion 


of forgery is ridiculous ; who could have 


forged ſuch books? it was impoſſible; we 


have uncontroverted evidence of their recep- 
tion, 
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tion, given by contemporary authors, from 
the very time of their publication. This 
is all I defire. Now then apply what you 
fay of theſe authors to the authors of the ſa- 
cred Scriptures. Their works have the con- 
current teſtimony of mankind ; they have 
been univerſally acknowledged and received 
as the genuine works of thoſe whoſe names 
they bear from the beginning; and it is not 
known that the bittereſt enemies of theſe 
books, who have uſed their utmoſt efforts to 
_ expole and explode them, ever were ſo hard 
as to venture upon the leaſt hint of their be- 
ing counterfeit, the agreement and uniform 
deſign of the Scriptures, their found ſenſe 
and divine inſtruction, render ſuch a ſuppo- 
ſition ridiculous. —Theſle writings too have 
internal marks, as well as thoſe heathen claſ- 
fics; their ſtyle and manner is their own; 
read the five books of Moſes, the poetical 
Pſalms of David, the rapturous Flights of 
the Prophets——the Diſcourſes of CHRIST, 
the plain ſublime Narrative of St. John, and 
the cloſe argumentative Epiſtles of St. Paul ; 
and you mult ſay, who could have forged 
ſuch books ; what mortal pen, or ability, was 
equal to the work? Pitch upon what time 
you will for the forgery of the writings of 
Moſes and the Apoſtles, and you will ſoon 
ſee the impoſſibility of the ſuppoſition ; it 
cannot be imagined that the whole nation of 
HW 2 EE 


- - . I — —— —W 
0 — > ' + 4 a 
” —— — ne St AELNS 1* — 
* o 


ũ—l—ä́ſ ñ 1: — — 


( 16 ] 


the Jews would have joined with Moſes in 
the cheat, if he had been an impoſtor. As 
to the writings of the Apoſtles, the argument 
holds ſtill more ftrongly ; for it is evident 
their Goſpels were publiſhed very early, as 
authentic teſtimonies ſhew, and at a time 
when the facts they delivered could have 
been ſo eaſily detected if they had been im- 
poſtors ; ; and with r__— to the Old Teſta- 
ment it is ſcarcely ſuppoſeable, this book 

having been preſerved amongſt the Jews with 
the moſt ſcrupulous exactneſs. And as to 
the writings of the New Teſtament, inter- 
polations have been {till leſs probable, on 


account of the high eſteem and veneration in 


which they have — ever held, of the mul- 
titude of copies and early tranſlations there- 
of, which left no room for fraud or inatten- 
tion to do them any material injury. On 
account of the citations which have been 
made out of them by Chriſtian Writers in all 
ages, and on account of the diviſions and 
ſects which early aroſe amongſt Chriſtians, 
and cauſed them to keep ſo watchful an eye 
upon each other, that no adulterations could 
enſue in that ſacred text, the purity of which 
was the common concern of all. And in- 
deed after all the collations of copies and ex- 
amination of manuſcripts, after all the nice 
and punctilious criticiſm, which has been 
happily OY in ging the letter 


of 


* 
af f \ Br e ORE ER” 


Fw 
of the ſacred text, it is pleaſing to remark 
how great an agreement there 1s, and how 


inconſiderable the variations are, which the 
moſt minute obſervator has traced out, and 


of which the providence of Gop has taken 


ſo much care, that no corruption has crept 
into the text, but what has been detected. 


* it ſuffice at preſent to obſerve, that as 
theſe writings bear the earlieſt marks of wiſ- 
dom, deſign, and penetration, they could not 
have been the works of weak or fooliſh En- 
thuſiaſts, nor could they have been the for- 
gery of good or of bad men. Good men, it is 
plain, could never have forged ſuch writings; 
for no man can be a good one, and at the ſame 
time an impudent liar ; nay, the very worſt 
and moſt impudent in preſuming to father 
his compoſitions upon the Omniſcient, and 
in declaring that what he wrote was commu- 
nicated and revealed to him by Gop himſelf, 
this is inconſiſtent with the leaſt ray of good- 
neſs; good men thexefore could never have 
forged theſe books; much leſs are they to be 
conceived as the work of bad men, for a 
kingdom divided againſt itſelf muſt neceſſa- 


rily fall. And it is the very height of abſur- 


_dity to ſuppoſe that wicked men would forge 
books, the ſole end and deſign of which is to 
promote virtue and holineſs; books in which 


{uch excellent rules of life are laid down, as 


are 
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Are no where to be met with in all the ſchools 
of heathen moraliſts. 
how could theſe men have attained ſuch ſu- 
perior wiſdom, and have. excelled all the wi- 
{eſt of the wile in the delineation of truth ?— 

It is unreaſonable then to ſuppoſe that wick- 


ed and worldly men. ſhould have forged theſe 


books, which contain maxims fo entirely de- 


ſtructive of their own intereſt; and it is a 


_ conſequence eaſily to be drawn, that if theſe 
books could not be forged either by good or 


bad men; if they are too wiſe and too ratio- 


nal for the pen of deluded Enthuſiaſts, they 
muſt of neceſſity be what they aſſume, the 
compoſition of men commiſſioned and inſpi- 


will, 


Let us obſerve farther, that the men by 


whom the Scriptures were penned, or under 
whoſe direction and authority they were writ- 
ten, laid claim to the divine aſſiſtance, aſſert- 
ed a divine commiſſiqn, and proved them- 
ſelves really poſſeſſed of it, not only by work- 
ing the moſt ſtupendous MirRAacLEs, but by 
delivering Prophecies and preaching Doc- 


TRINES too ſublime for human invention 


by converting nations, and by giving up their 
own lives (which their worſt enemies could 


not charge with guilt) in atteſtation of the 


truths they taught. 
MIRACLES 


And by the way, 


red by the moſt Sg to reveal his facred 
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M1RracLEs may be ſo circumſtanced, as 
to be ſufficient proofs in themſelves of a di- 
vine commiſſion. Nicodemus ſeems to have 
thought ſo, when he came to Jtsvs, and ſaid, 
Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher 
come from Gop, for no man can do theſe mi- 
racles that thou doeſt, except Gop be with 
him ;” and our Saviour plainly refers to this 
roof when he ſays, at leaſt believe me for 
the work ſake.” For I would aſk any reaſon- 
able man, whether he could doubt of that per- 
ſon's divine commiſſion, who ſhould come to 
him preaching as he declared in the name of 
Gop, and in proof thereof ſhould raiſe the 
dead, give fight to the blind, health to the 
ſick, &c. &c. and this not once only, but 
repeatedly, in the moſt public manner, be- 
fore all perſons, in all places, and at all 
times, no man could doubt that ſuch a Meſ- 
ſenger was really from Gop, who enabled 
him to perform ſuch mighty works. But 
then, if the life of ſuch a Meſſenger of 
Gop was wholly irreproachable ; if we ſaw 
him illuſtrious for his virtues, ſingle in his 
views, and undaunted. at the greateſt diffi- 
culties ; if we ſaw him treated with the moſt 
cruel ſeverity, ſolely on account of the doc- 
trines he taught, nay, and at length yielding 
up his life, with patience and chearfulneſs, 
5 midſt the moſt horrid tortures, in atteſtation 


his — a recantation of which would 
| be 
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be ſufficient to fave him; if, moreover, theſs 
doctrines were found to be not only reaſons 
able, but excellent, calculated in every re- 
ſpect for the preſent and future happineſs of 
mankind ;—in ſuch a caſe, which of us 
eould refuſe our aſſent, how could we hefi- 
tate a moment to embrace the doctrines of- 
fered to us by a Man thus evidently commiſ- 
ſioned by GOD? Apply this to the Writers 


ef the New Teſtament, and in ſome meaſure 


to thoſe of the Old, and you will have abun= 
dant evidenee of their divine authority. 


Let me juſt obſerve; that a proof of the 
divine authority of the New Teſtament nes 
ceffarily involves that of the Old: Since if 
CHRIST and his Apoſtles were what they 
aſſume, and we believegMoſes and the Pro- 
phets, to whom they continually refer as dis 
vinely commiſſioned, were alſo the delega- 
ted meſſengers of the moſt High. 


But obſerve we, that the prophecies of the 
Old Teſtament, no leſs. than thoſe of the 
New, prove the divine authority of theſe 
books; it is a certain truth that Gop only 
can diſcern and foretel future events. 


It is indiſputable that future events, and 
"thoſe many in number, extraordinary in their 

circumſtances, and very improbable in their 
| nature, 
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nature, were foretold, many ages before their - - 
accompliſhment, in the Old Teftament, and 


dmesg years before in the New. 


An able Writer hack molt Truth of 


the New Teſtament from the Diſcourſes of 


our Saviour. My bounds will not allow me 
to dwell upon theſe, nor upon that wonder- 
ful agreement obſervable in all the parts of 
the ſacred writings ; that unity, as well as 
elevation of deſign, which muſt ſtrike every 
attentive reader. 


The majeſty which reigns in thek ſacred 
writings, fills us with a ſolemn kind of aſto- 
niſhment; the Goſpel ſpeaks in a powerful and 
commanding language to the feelings of our 
Hearts. Caſt your eye on the writings of the 
Philoſophers, behold them in all their ſtudied 
pomp, and ſee how trifling, how inſignificant 
they appear, when compared with the holy 


records of the Goſpel ?—-lIs it poſſible that a 


book ſo ſublime, and yet ſo artleſs and ſimple, 
can be a production merely human? Is it 
poſſible that the perſon, whoſe hiſtory it un- 
folds, can be conſidered by any as a mere 
man ? Hear him ſpeak, behold his actions 
Is that the language of Enthuſiaſm ?—lIs that 
the lordly tone of an ambitious Ringleader ? 
On the contrary, what gentleneſs and purity 
in his manners! what mildneſs and affecting 
| 0 | grace 
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grace in his inſtructions! what elevation and 


dignity in his maxims ! what deep wiſdom 


in his diſcourſe! what preſence of mind, 
what exactneſs and preciſion in his anſwers 


to the demands of the ignorant, or the ob- 
jections of the perverſe? What an amazing 
empire over his paſſions did his whole con- 


duct and converſation diſcover That pure 


and ſublime morality that was inculcated in 


our Saviour's inſtructions, ſhone forth in 


his example, and which he alone taught 
and practiſed in the midſt of people, where 
the moſt furious enthuſiaſm reigned. — 


Will any one fay that the Goſpel Hiſtory is 
all mere Fiction? Be aſſured that impoſtors 


go to work in a different manner. Here is 
nothing that has the air of fiction; and the 


facts relating to diverſe hiſtorians, (of which 


no mortal entertains the leaſt doubt) are not 
ſo well atteſted as thoſe which are recorded 
in the Hiſtory of CHRIST. — jewiſh wri- 
ters, with all their efforts, could never have 
aroſe to that noble and elevated tone, to that 
pure and ſublime morality, that reigns in the 


Goſpel; and the Hiſtory of Is us is clothed 


with ſuch characters of truth, with ſuch lines 
of credibility, that have ſomething in them 
grand, ſtriking, and abſolutely inimitable. 


As to the Inſpiration of the holy Scrip- 
tures, it has been in a great meaſure already 


proved 
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proved from their authenticity, and the divine 
authority of them. By inſpiration in general, 
I would be underſtood to mean any ſuperna- 
tural influence of Gop upon the mind of a 
rational creature, whereby it is formed to any 
degree of intellectual improvement, beyond 
what it would at that time, and in thoſe cir- 
cumſtances; have attained in a natural way ; 
that is, by the uſual exerciſe of its faculties, 
unaſſiſted by any ſpecial divine interpoſition. 


That the Apoſtles were inſpired, will ap- 
pear by a peruſal of thoſe amazing facts in 
the Acts of the Apoſtles, where we read of 
the Spirit's deſcent upon theſe men, and en- 
abling them, illiterate, poor, and weak as 
they were, not only to ſpeak all languages, 
but to work all miracles, and to ſpread their 
doctrines over all nations. And when we 
reflect who and what the Apoſtles were, how 
they were favoured and aſſiſted of Gop, what 
difficulties they underwent, what ſucceſs they 
had, our veneration for their writings mult 
be unparalleled. 


This argument is much inforced, on the 
one hand, by the expreſs and comprehenſive 
promiſes which our Redeemer made to his 
Apoſtles; and, on the other, by the pecu- 
liar language which the Apoſtles themſelves 
ſpeak of their preaching and writings, and 
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the high regard they challenge to each; a 
regard which nothing could juſtify them in 
demanding, but a conſciouſneſs that they 
were under a full inſpiration, 


Let us therefore ſubmiſtively and  reve- 
rently attend to the dictates of this ſacred 
Oracle, and remember (however we may dif- 
fer in other matters) that this is agreed on by 
all, that the great deſign of the Now Teſta- 
ment (in delightful harmony with the Old) 
is to call off our minds from the preſent 
world, to eſtabliſh us in the belief of a future 
ſtate, and to form us for a ſerious preparation 
for it, by bringing us to a lively faith in 
CHRIST, and, as the genuine effect of that 
faith, to a filial love of Gop, , and a fraternal 
affection for each other. 


The eſtabliſhment of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion amongſt men, is the greateſt of all mi- 
racles. In ſpite of all the powers of Rome, 
of all the paſſions, intereſts, and prejudices 

of ſo many nations, ſo many philoſophers, ſo 
many different religions, twelve poor Fiſher- 
men, without art, without eloquence, with- 
out power, publiſh and ſpread their doctrine 
throughout the world, in ſpite of a perſecu- 
tion for three centuries, which ſeemed every 
moment ready to extinguiſh it; in ſpite of 


continued and innumerable martyrdoms of 
. 
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perſons of all conditions, ſexes, and coun- 
tries, the Truth in the end triumphs over 
Error, purſuant to the predictions both of 
the Old and New Teftament. Let any one 


ſhew ſome other religion which has the fame 


marks of a divine protection. 


A powerful conqueror may eſtabliſh by his 
arms the belief of a religion which flatters 


the ſenfuality of men; a wile legiſlator may 


ain himſelf attention and reſpect by the uſe- 
fulneſs of his laws. All this is poſſible; but 
what could victorious, learned, and ſuperſti- 
tious nations fee to reduce them fo readily to 
JesUs CHRIST, who promiſed them nothing 
in this world but perſecutions and ſufferings; 


who propoſed to them the practice of a mo- 


rality to which all darling paſſions mult be ſa- 
crificed. Is not the converfion of multitudes 
of all nations to ſuch a religion in contradic- 
tion to the eſtabliſhed religion of their own, 
and of all the neighbouring kingdoms, mott 


miraculous and aftoniſhing ? 


The Prophet Daniel in regie had fo 
exactly marked the æra when this Defire of 
all Nations was to appear, that it could not 
be miſtaken; the fame of it had ſpread 
abroad, and not among the Jews only, but 
amongſt various other people. A ſtrong ex- 
pectation prevailed of His coming, who was 
promiſed 
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promiſed to Adam, to Abraham, and to all 
the faithful Patriarchs of old; and at this 
very criſis, when univerſal expectation was 
looking for him, the CnhRIS TH was born; 
born at the place where the Prophets had 
long before fixed his birth; born of a Vir- 
gin, as they had foretold; and born with no 
ſmall atteſtation of his divinity from Heaven, 
for Angels uſhered in his bleſſed appearance 
with ſongs of gratulations, and ſang Glory 
to Gop in the higheſt, and on earth peace, 
good-will towards men.“ | 


Not a few only, nay not ſeveral, not the 
greater part, but every individual circum- 
ſtance, which the Prophets had foretold of 
the Meſſiah, was fulfilled in Jesus CHRIST. 
He is the center in whom all the rays of the 
compleat circle of their predictions meet; this 
is a point again diligently to be regarded. 
It may be poſſible to find ſome in whom one 
or more prophecies were fulfilled ; but ſhew 
me the perſon (if you can) beſides Jesus 
CHRIsT, in whom all the prophecies are ful- 
filled; and if you will collect, with the ut- 
moſt diligence, all the predictions in the 

rophecies concerning the Meſſiah, you will 
find they have all been fulfilled (fo far as re- 
ſpects their preſent completion, for doubtleſs 
there are ſome which yet remain to be ful- 
filled) in our Redeemer JESUS CurisT. And 
can 
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can you defire a ſtronger argument to prove 
that he was the Seed of the Woman, the 
Seed of Abraham, the promiſed Shiloh, the 
Deſire of all Nations ?——As ſacrifices had 
from the beginning prefigured him in his of- 
fice of Redeemer, we find accordingly that 
he himſelf became a facrifice, the great anti- 
type and completion of all the typical ſaeri- 
fices offered from the beginning of the world; 
he lived a life of ſuffering, and at length vo- 
luntarily offered himſelf upon the croſs as a 


ranſome for the ſins of the world. 


CHRIST was not only the expectation of 
the Jews, but of the Gentiles alſo : The Pro- 
phet Haggai calls him the Deſire of all Na- 
tions ; and that the Gentiles had this general 
expectation, is very evident. How lite- 
rally was the prophecy, that he ſhould be the 
Expectation of the Gentiles, fulfilled in the 
Magi coming from the Eaſt, as St. Matthew 
relates. Now this fact of the Magi, or 
Wiſemen, coming to CHRIS, has thoſe ſame 
evidences that the truth of the Bible generally 
Has, which are more than can be produced for 
any other book in the world; and as to this 
fact in particular, St. Matthew was the firſt 
who wrote the Goſpel; and it was in the ſame 
age when this fact was ſaid to be done, (viz. 
about eight years after the death of CHRIST, 
Anno Dom. 41) and can you think it _—_ 
| | that 


{ 28 } 


| that ſuch a fact as this could have paſſed 
without contradiction, and a public * 
of Chriſtianity? then ſo deſirable, and ſo 
much endeavoured by the unbelieving Jews, 
their High Prieſts, Elders, &c. as the only 
means for their own preſervation, if the fact 
had not been notorious, and freſh in the me- 
mory of all the people then at Jeruſalem, viz: 
that theſe Wiſemen came thither, and that 
| Herod and the whole city were troubled at the 
news they brought of the birth of the King of 
the Jews; that Herod thereupon gathered all 
the Chief Prieſts and Scribes of the people 
together, that they might ſearch out of the 
Prophets, and know the place where CHRIST 
ſhould be born; and then the laughter of the 
Innocents, in and about Jeruſalem, which 
followed. I fay, could ſuch a fact as this 
have paſſed at that very time, if it had not 
been true? Could St. Matthew have hoped 
to have impoſed this upon all the people, and 
upon thoſe very ſame Chief Prieſts and 
Scribes, who he ſaid were ſo far concerned 
in it? Would none of them have contradict- 
ed it if it had been a forgery? Eſpecially 
when the detecting it would have ſtrangled 
Chriſtianity in its birth, would not they have 
done it, who ſuborned falſe witneſſes againſt 
CHRIST, and gave large money to the ſol- 
ders to conceal, if poffible, his reſurrection ? 
Our bleſſed Loxd alſo propheſied (which is 
very 
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very finiarkabile) thas his Goſpel ſhould pre- 
vail all over the world, and that the gates of 
hell ſhould not prevail againſt it. To prove 
any thing againſt the Chriſtian Religion, they 
muſt ſhew the inconſiſtency of the Scrip- 
tures with the hiſtory of thoſe times, and 
that the Jews were not under-the Roman 
government; that there was no taxation in 
the reign of Auguſtus.— By the relation 
and teſtimony of Tacitus (an eminent author 
at that time) it appears that CHRIST was; 
had there not been ſuch a perſon, how comes 
Julian, Celeus, Porphry, and Lucian (other 
authors) to have known or mentioned it? 
Another proof is, that there is nothing in 
the Scriptures unbecoming the: divine Ma- 
jeſty. Some object, We have many of the 
infirmities diſcovered in the Apoſtles, as their 
quarrels, frailties, &e. By cis we have an 
evident ſign that they were no impoſtors; for 
had they ſought applauſe, would they have 
ſo loudly proclaimed. ahcir ld 75707 


Alſo object, Why 4s not Miracle une con- 
tinue? Becauſe miracles were only for the 
confirmation of the Chriſtian Faith, which 
being effected, they ceaſed; and therefore to 
aſk why they do not continue to prove the 
truth of the former, is as much as to aſk 
why they do not make a new ſun or moon, 
to ſatisfy the Atheiſts he made the old ? | 
* D The 
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The Bible, as we have it in our hands, 
with all the imperfections which Deiſts and 
Skepticks are deſirous to load it with, may 
truly be faid to be the moſt excellent book in 
our own or in any other language; it does 
undoubtedly contain a ſufficient account of 
the divine diſpenſations, and may juſtly be 
conſidered as the principal 1 of true 
ed and moral e 


That this is really fact, nay 8 be 
preſumed from hence, that wherever the 
Scriptures are either totally or partially un- 
known, there ever has been, and ever will 
be found a proportional ignorance or neglect 
both of n — and Morality. 


What judgment can we, when moſt cha- 


ritably inclined, form of theſe perſons, who, 


upon a pretence of Reaſon, would reject the 
Scriptures as being incredible, and yet at the 
ſame time blindly. and greedily devour the 
monſtrouy and impoſſible Abſurdities of Infi- 
delity and Atheiſm : It is ſuch an inſult upon 
common ſenſe, and ſuch a prepoſterous ab- 
ſurdity, as none but the moſt narrow-minded 
Infidel can ſubmit to. 


Yet let not the humble Advocate for Rea- 
ſon and the'Scriptures be diſmayed, or fear 
that the ſtructure of Gop's Word ſhall be 
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overthrown by the vain breach of ſuch blaſ- 
phemous ſuggeſtions, —-Theſe flights of im- 
_ piety, whether from the pen of Hobbs, Spi- 

noſa, Bolingbroke, &c. or from the pens of 
our modern Atheiſts and Skepticks, will all 
produce the ſame effect, will all tend to the 
honour of Gop, and the farther eſtabliſh- 
ment of thoſe divine oracles, the authenticity 
of which they were intended to deſtroy. 


Another ſtrong proof of the divine Origin 
of the Chriftian Religion, is the tendency it 
has. to promote the happineſs of individuals, 
of ! ſocieties, and of all mankind, | 


The prophecies both of the Old and New 
Teſtament, concerning the Jews, are another 
very ſtriking proof of the Truth of the Scrip- 
tures and the Chriſtian Religion. They 
are diſperſed amongſt all nations, and yet 
preſerved a diſtinct people from all the earth, 
though without any country of their own, or 
king, or prieſt, or temple, or ſacrifice; and 
they are thus preſerved by the providence of 
Gop, (fo as never any nation was fince the 
foundation of the world) to ſhew the fulfill- 
ing of the prophecies concerning them, and 
the judgment denounced againſt them for 
their crucifying their Mefhah. And it is 
wonderful to conſider how expreſſly their 
preſent ſtate is propheſied of, that it could 
OP; D 2 not 
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not be more literal, if it were to be worded 


now by us who ſee it, as that they ſhould be 


ſcattered into all countries, ſifted as e a 
fieve among all nations, 'yet preſerved A 
ple; and that Gop would make an. utter 


end of thoſe nations who had oppreſſed them, 


and blot out their names from under heaven 
(as we have ſeen it fulfilled upon the great 
empires of the Aſſyrians, Chaldeans, and Ro- 
mans, who one after another had miſerably 
waſted the Jews); but that the name of the 
Jews (the feweſt and the pooreſt of all na- 
tions) ſhould remain for ever, and they a 
people diſtinct from all the nations in ithe 
world, though ſcattered among them all. 


Read what the prophecies _— upon this 


point, Jer. xxx. II. 'XXX1. 1 73 Jer. &xxiii. 
24, 25, 20; Jer. xlvi. 28; K. vi. 8; Ezek. 


xi. 16, 17; Ezek. xii. 1 5, 16; Amos ix. 8, 9; 
Zech. x. 9. And it was foretold them long 
before that thus it would be, Lev. xxvi. 44 


Deut. iv. 27, 30, 31; and you ſee all theſe 
prophecies literally fulfilled and fulfilling, 
The like cannot be ſaid of any other nation 
which ever was upon the earth, ſo deſtroy- 
ed, and ſo preſerved, and for ſo long a time! 
having worn out all the emp ires of the world, 


and ſtill ſurviving them! 4 fulfil what was 


propheſied of them toi the end of the world! 
How particularly did our Saviour fortel the 
* of Jeruſalem and the Temple, 
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Matth. xx1v. and that that age ſhould not 
_ paſs till it ſhould be fulfilled ? And his very 
expreſſion was literally fulfilled, that there 
ſhould not be left one ſtone upon another in 
the Temple, for the very foundations of it 
you£n plaughed up by Targus Rufus. 


One argument more that Chriſtianity, 
by its nature, is :cdlculated to be an univerſal 
2 erpetual Religion. The Religion of 

leathens was veiled and obſcure, kept 
— from the eyes of the world, and 
only laid open to thoſe who had the care of 
the public offices; their ſyſtems were never 
committed to writing by thoſe who had the 
care of them, for they were only communi- 
cated hy tradition, and handed down from 
one generation to another, by thoſe ho were 
conſecrated or ſet apart for the purpoſe; ſo 
that the 2 were left entirely to their 
own gueſſing, as to the nature of them, and 
the — forms were commanded and en- 
forced in the ſame manner as the laws for the 
good of the ſtate. As then the Religion 
of the Heathens was ſo much veiled, and 
conſidered as a m yſterious affair, ſo little 
ſubmitted to the — of, and ſo little 
underſtood by the people in general, it ſeems 
a conſequence equally rational and obvious, 
hat no ſyſtem. of ee was cver calculated 
a univerſality. 
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Another reaſon for the univerfality of the 
Chriſtian Religion, is, that its doctrines are 
rendered practicable by human nature, and 
agreeable to its real good, by their being ex- 
emplified in the life and conduct of Jesvs 
CHRIST. No founder of any ſyſtem ever 
openly practiſed all thoſe duties which he 
recommended to others, or was himſelf an 
example of thoſe rules which he laid down 
as a ſtandard for the reſt of mankind, except 
the Author of the Chriſtian Religion, who 
himſelf practiſed all the diſtinguiſhing parts 
of his inſtitution; ſo that in the higheſt ſenſe 
he was a pattern as well as teacher of his 
laws. | I ire 


In the proofs of the facred writings I have 
exceeded my intended bounds, being defirous 
fully to convince my Reader of the Truth 
and Excellency of the Chriſtian Religion, 
above all other religions in the world. 


Read and revere the ſacred Page; a Page, 
Where triumphs Immortality; a Page 
Which not the whole Creation could produce; 
Which not the Conflagration ſhall deſtroy; 
In Nature's Ruins not one Letter loſt: | 
Tis printed in the Mind of Gods for ever. 
e 4-1, NicxtT-Trovcnrs. 
If you believe there is a Gop who created, 
and continues to preſerve and govern the 
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world; if you are convinced of this, how 
can you be guilty of fo heinous a contempt 
of him, as ſeldom or never to be ſeen in his 
houſe? Natural as well as revealed Religion 
teaches us, that Gop ſhould be honoured and 
worſhipped by his creatures; the great va- 
riety of temporal bleſſings we daily receive 
from him, demand our moſt devout adora- 
tion; and if we have any concern for our im- 
mortal ſouls, or deſire to be happy in another 
world, we ought to uſe the means appointed 
for our ſpiritual edification; it ſhould be our 
delight to pray to Gop, to praiſe his holy 
name, and hear the glad tidings of grace and 
ſalvation by IE Sus CHRIST. Can any man 
reflect that to him he owes his being, that it 
was the effect of God's ſovereign good plea- 
ſure that he bears an human form, and boaſts 
an immortal ſoul, and ſtill neglect to worſhip 
and adore him? Thoſe who habitually omit 
theſe great and important duties, not only 
deprive themſelves of many bleſſings, and 
endanger their own eternal welfare, but alſo 
corrupt others by their pernicious cxaniples. 


1d i beſides; dying? in the face of human 
as well as divine authority, for the laws of 
our country do ſtrictly injoin us to attend the 
public worſhip of Almighty Gop : Let me 
beſeech you « th to weigh theſe things, and 
no longer allow yourfelyes in ſo criminal an 
omiſſion. 


[5] 
bmiſſion. Act like reaſonable creatures in 
loving and worthipping the Gop who made 
you, and gives you all things richly to enjoy. 
How can a man refle& on theſe” important 
truths, and withhold from his Gop; his Cre- 


ator, Benefactor, and Friend; the 3 of 
wonder, and the Language of . Py 


7 Pray” r ardent opens Heat n, lets down a den 

Of Glory on the conſecrated hour. | 
Of Man, in audience with the Deity; | 
Who worſhips the Great Gop, that inſtant j Fn; 
The firſt in _ n, and ſets his foot on hell. 


NIGHT. THOUGHTS: 


When we conſider the riches of his fatherly 
love in REDEMPTION, what do we not 
owe? What ought we not to feel for him, 
who to redeem us from miſery, and to ad- 
vance our fallen ſtate, infinitely debaſed him- 
felf, and eclipſed the brightneſs of his glo- 
rious Majeſty, not diſdaining to inhabit our 
frail and mortal nature, to appear in our 
thape, to converſe with us, as it were, upon 
equal terms, and at laſt to taſte the bitter 
cup of a moſt painful and diſgraceful death 
for us? We therefore ought to conclude 
from the whole Hiſtory of Redemption, 
brought down from the firſt promiſe in pa- 
radiſe, through all ſucceeding ages, to its 
full completion in our Saviour's death and 


reſurrection at Jeruſalem, that it was highly 
neceſſary 


11 

neceſſary for mankind, as well as for the 
honour of the Deity, to redeem the human 
race in this manner. Conſider the vaſt pre- 
parations made, and ſo long made for this 
great event; conſider the manner in which it 
was accompliſhed, and all the miracles ard 
wonders which atteſted the divine interpoſi- 
tion! and you will have no doubt of the ne- 
ceſſity and * of this adorable Re- 
demption. 


Oh! may theſe. Scoffers and Teſters at Gop 
and our moſt holy Religion (who bid defi- 
ance to their Creator) conſider in time the 
nature of this fin, what a dreadful guilt it 
involves them in, how highly it incenſes 
the divine Majeſty, what ſlender ſatisfaction 
it can yield, and how little temptation they 
can have to commit it; and how utterly in- 
conſiſtent, upon all theſe accounts, it muſt 
be, as well with reaſon as their eternal falva- 
tion, 


How fooliſh and abſurd is the conduct of 


Freethinkers and Skepticks, who are amuſing 
themſelves with dreams of boaſted Reaſon ! 
What is more rational than Chriſtianity, or 
more worthy of all acceptation ? It has been 


eſteemed. ſo by men of the beſt geniuſſes __y 


all ages ſince its inſtitution ; and it is certain 
that the divine and excellent Religion of our 
3 | Lord 
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Lord Jesus CHRIST, purely and ſteadily 
practiſed, makes the happieſt and moſt deſi- 
rable life on earth; its preſent peace and bleſ- 
ſed hope cannot be duly valued or expreſſed.— 
And if we ſeriouſly weigh the ſolid wiſdom, 
uſefulneſs, and excellency of a pious life, 
againſt the folly, infinite hazard, and baſe- 
neſs of a vicious one; and withall confider 
the true honour, delight, and peace which 
flow from the former, and the certain ſhame, 
horror, and confuſion which attend the lat- 
ter, eſpecially in our laſt hours, (which are 
the chief of all) we cannot but ſee that true 
piety is, in its nature, unſpeakably more ex- 
cellent than its contrary, and therefore in 
this life lays the foundations of an eternal 
difference in the life to come, when a righ- 
teous Gop ſhall render to every one accord- 
ing to his works. 


The Author of the Book of Wiſdom re- 
preſents Sinners wondering at the falvation 
of the Godly, and recanting of their wicked 
lives, thus :>—— © We Fools accounted their 
„life madneſs, and their end to be without 
« honour. How are they numbered among 
* the children of God, and their lot is among 
the Saints? We wearied ourſelves in the 
« ways of wickedneſs and deſtruction. What 
«« hath pride profited us, or what good hath 
*« riches with our vaunting brought us? All 

1 - e theſe 
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ce theſe are | paſſed away as the ſhadow, 5 as 
a poſt that haſteth by. But the ſouls of 
the righteous are in the hand of GOD. In 
the ſight of the unwiſe they ſeem to die, 

and their departure is taken for miſety, and 
* their going from us to be utter deſtruction, 
but they are in peace. For though they 
be puniſhed in the fight of men, yet is 
* their hope full of immortality; and having 
© been a little chaſtiſed they are greatly re- 
* warded, for GOD proved them, and found 
ce them Wor thy of himſelf.” 


The Publiſher lincerely 3 that this 
Treatiſe may influence its Readers to recant, 
and reform their lives; and humbly hopes, 
if ſeriouſly and attentively read, and confi- 
dered, with a deſire to be convinced, that the 
proofs and arguments therein produced can- 


not fail of effecting ſuch a happy change. 


Think on theſe things, all ye that have 
power to think, and repent and reform with- 
out delay; and ſo live now, that ye may not 
reproach and 'condemn yourſelves a another 


2 day. Be aſſured that Gop and your fins wall 


find you out, and that it is a fcarful thing to 
fall into the hands of the living God! 


A Foe to GoD was ne'er true Friend to Man. 
Some ſiniſter intent taints all he does; 
And in his kindeſt actions he's unkind. 
| 2 On 
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On plety Humanity is built: 
And on Humanity much Happineſs: 

And yet ſtill more on Piety itfelf. 
A Soul in commerce with her Gop, is Heaven, 
Feels not the tumults and the ſhocks of life: 
The whirls of paſſions, and the ſtrokes of heart. 


NicnT- THOUGHTS. 


Your Conſcience, that faithful Monitor, 
who in your retirement will be heard, and 


frequently repreſents to you the fatal conſe- 


quences of your preſent courſe of life, will 


. the nappy change. 
The pleaſures belonging to a good con- 


ſcience never ſatiates or wearies; it is ſuch a 
pleaſure as is in no man's power, but his only 
that has it; and he that is poſſeſſed of this 
rich property, may alſo be ſure of its perpe- 
tuity; it is not only out of the reach of an 
outward violence, but even thoſe things 
which make a much cloſer impreſſion upon 
us, which, after the irreſiſtible decays of na- 


ture, have yet no influence at all upon this. 
For when age ical ſhall begin to arreſt, 


ſeize, and remind us of our mortality, by 
pains, aches, deadneſs of limbs, and dulneſs 
of ſenſes, yet then the pleaſure of the mind 
ſhall be in its full youth and vigour. A 
palſy may as well ſhake an oak, or a fever 
dry up a fountain, as either of them ſhake, 
dry up, or impair the e delight of a good con- 


ſcience, 
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ſcience, for it lives within, it centers in the 
heart, it grows into the very ſubſtance of the 
ſoul, fo that it accompanies a. man to his 
grave; it is the foretaſte of heaven, and the 
earneſt of eternity. In a word, it affords 
| fuch pleaſures which © neither eye hath 
ſeen, nor ear heard, nor hath it entered into 
the heart of man to conceive.” How ſhort 
of this are the delights of Epicures, Free- 
thinkers, and Skepticks. Since then all that 


is truly inviting to a rational being lies on 


the fide of Religion, why does any one go on 
in the dangerous paths of Sin ? which muſt 
of neceſſity end in a very bitter repentance, 
or in everlaſting ruin. O! may all who of- 
fend a juſt and holy Gop, repent and reform 
without delay, and become duly and timely 
ſerious in matters of ſuch infinite impor- 
ances 7- 


As it were to preſerve us from building up 
airy and unſubſtantial hopes, to keep us al- 
ways in a ſtate of fitneſs and expectation, to 
awaken all our zeal, and to quicken every 
endeavour, DEATH, clothed in a thouſand 
ſhapes, ſurrounds us, ſhakes over us his tre- 
mendous dart, and points, with fearful ad- 
monition, to that ſolemn Eternity, into which 
we muſt all one day embark, and where, aw- 


ful and alarming thought! we muſt for ever 
N | live 
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live in Bliſs or Miſery, conſummate and un- 
changeable! Can we want further motives, 
can we conceive ſtronger obligations? Can 
we defire calls more ſolemn, or arguments 
more engaging, to the practice of the Chri- 
{tian Religion, to be zealous and repent ? 
Therefore, having our eye ſteadily fixed on the 
Captain of our Salvation, let us march with 
intrepidity and undaunted courage thro' the 
field of life in the Chriſtian Warfare, unmo- 
ved by difficulties, unſhaken by temptations, 
unawed by the menaces of wicked men, and 
regardleſs of their ſcoffs and flanders ; let not 
afflictions nor diſtreſſes retard our progreſs ; 
let not ſcoffs nor reproaches impede our 
courſe; at length, having ſurmounted the 
dangers and vieiſſitudes of time, may we be 
removed into an enternity of bliſs inexpreſ- 
ſible, and uninterrupted joy. 


May theſe unhappy Scoffers and Jeſters at 
Go and Religion, remember the Scriptures' 
Repreſentation of the Day of Judgment, in 
ſublime figures deſcribing it ſo dreadful to 
Sinners, (whoſe aſtoniſhment and confufion 
will be ſo great) that, rather than ſtand the 
awful terrors of it, they ſhall < call on the 


mountains to fall on them, and the hills. to 
cover them !” How terrible then muſt the 


Great Day of the Lokp be? 
At 


[43] 


At midnight, when mankind is wrapt in peace, 
And worldly fancy feeds on golden dreams; 
To give more dread to man's moſt dreadful hour, 
At midnight tis preſum'd, this pomp will burſt 
From tenfold darkneſs ; ſudden as the ſpark 

From ſmitten ſteel ; from nitrous grain the blaze. 
Man ſtarting from his couch, ſhall fleep no more! 
The day is broke, which never more ſhall cloſe! 
Above, around, beneath, amazement all ! 


NIGRHT-THOUG Hs. 


May Gop of his great goodneſs give a bleſ- 
{ing to theſe weak endeavours, and make them 
inſtrumental to his glory, and the good of 
ſouls. | | 

| PHILANTHROPOS. 


————— 


The Author being at a Diſtance from the 
Preſs, the candid Reader is deſired to 
excuſe any Faults that may have eſca- 
ped. 
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